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Excitin
THE closeness of the vote in the

race for president between
Woodrow Wilson and Charles
E. Hughes naturally takes one

back to the exciting campaign of 18S4,
when Cleveland and Blaine were "battlingfor the prize, and to the Tilden
and Hayes contest of 1SJ6, with its
charges of steal and its threats of
force and violence. Also to those who
are familiar with the early political
hfstory of our country, the contest betweenAaron Burr and Thomas Jeffersonwill be recalled, likewise that of
1824 between Andrew Jackson and
John Quincy Adams.

In the campaign of 18S4 the republicansnominated James G. Blaine of
Maine, the most popular man of the
day, while Grover Cleveland, a sturdy
euit ui new 1 ui iv, cai i jeu ine aupes ui

the democracy. From the start the
campaign was charged with bitterness,
the issues of the day giving way to the
personalities of the candidates. As in
the campaign that has just closed, much
speculation had been indulged in as to
who would be supported by this church
or that race. A prominent Tammany
orator had advised that no Irishman
or Catholic should vote for Cleveland.

*
* *

Notwithstanding the fact that Blaine
was favored by the Catholics of the
country, the vast majority of the Protestantclergy of the north strongly favoredhim. it being known that he was
hostile to the political solidarity of any
race or creed. On October 29. gs the
campaign was drawing to a close, a

delegation of Protestant ministers-calledon Mr. Blaine at the Fifth Avenue
Hotel, New York, to assure their candidateof their unwavering devotion to
his cause. The minister chosen to make
the ad'dress was suddenly taken sick
and a Dr. Burchard was selected to
take his place as spokesman.
Apparently holding the democracy reaponsiblefor all the evils of intemperance,religious bigotry and the war

between the states. Dr. Burchard. in
the course of his re.marks. which were
made without previous preparation,
said that he was glad that Mr. Blaine,
unlike his opponents, did not stand for
"rum, Romanism and rebellion." Mr.
Blaine caught the words, but failed
to take in their significance, his mind
being busy working over the reply
which he was expected to make. Not
so the alert and ready newspaper re-

Country B
SHOULD war come to the United

States, and the powder and explosivesnow on hand.and they
will not last long against a powerfulenemy.are exhausted, the army,

if there be any. would have to fall
back upon the black powder of the
civil war.

The country would be utterly at the
mercy of the invader, because there
would be no nitrates with which to
make smokeless powder and high explosives.The first care of an enemy
Strong enough to make a landing tf ould

I. ^. a

DR. J. W. Tl'RRKXTIlVE,
Chemical engineer, Drpartment of

Agriculture.
be to stop the shipping of nitrates
(aaltpeter> from Chile*

*
* *

a The military experts and the scientific
bodies organized for preparedness have

'seen this danger, and the last Congress,
in alarm, appropriated $"J<».ooo,ooO to

erect, if the President so decides, a

plant to fix the nitrogen of the atmosphere.that from the very element
which sustains life may be taken the
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porters present. They saw the significanceof the remark and those of
them who were supporting: Mr. Clevelandmade the most of it. spreading it,
with all its implications, broadcast
throughout the country.
Try as they did. the followers of

Blaine could not undo the damage that
had been done, and thousands of votes
left Blaine for Cleveland. November 4
was election day. Early returns gave
Cleveland the solid south, Connecticut,
New Jersey and Indiana. The rest of
the north and east was republican exceptNew York, which was in painful
doubt for days,
Good-humored bluff and chaffing gave

way to dangerous irritation as the
suspense dragged on. As the newspaperbulletins continued to show increasinggains for Cleveland, the excitementgrew intense; the people lost
their control and scenes of rioting and
wild disorder was the order of the
day. So threatening did the excitement
become in Chicago that Mayor Harrison
requested the newspapers to cease
issuing their bulletins. Finally, November7. New York swung her vote to
Cleveland, making his total 219 votes
to Blaine's 182.

*
* *

In the election of 1876 Samuel J. Tildenof New York was the nomine.e of
the democrats, while Rutherford B.

Hayes of Ohio bore the standard of
the republicans. The returns gave Tilden184 votes, lacking one of the necessarymajority required to elect. When
the counting of electoral votes in the
npMftn/>n of f hf- two Wnilsffi of Con-

gress took place, according to the law,
it was found that there were conflictingcertificates from the states of
Florida. Louisiana, Oregon and South
Carolina, and the two houses were
unable to agree in any case which certificateshould be received as genuine.
Because of alleged frauds and intimidationin the elections in Louisiana,

Florida and South Carolina, the votes
of those states, which were nominally
given for the democratic party and
which would have turned the election
to Tilden. were claimed by the republicans.The country was in a turmoil,
and threats of force and violence were
heard on all sides. The Senate was
controlled by the republicans and favoredHayes' election, while the House
of Representatives was controlled by
the democrats, who insisted on the
seating .of Tilden.
It was under these conditions and in

the midst of the greatest kind of excitementthat Congress, on January
2£. 1877. created what was known as
the electoral commission, which was
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substance which is death's instrument
in Europe.
More power for a fixation plant which

will turn out in the form of ammonia
enough nitrate for use in war is requiredthan that furnished by the consolidatedwaters of the great lakes
tumbling over Niagara. The cost of
operating such a plant is enormous;
nevertheless #it must be met, unless
some better way of securing the indispensablenitrates can be found.
At the instance of the War Department,Director Van H. Manning of the

bureau of mines has considered it well
worth while to dispatch the bureau's
' hief chemist, Charles L. Persons, to
Europe to investigate how the warring
nations secure nitrates for their explosives.
In spite of the quantities of ex-
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battle-front, less saltpeter from Chile
is passing through the Panama canal
to the alies than <li«l during the first
year of the war, and the scientists have
found out the reason

Dr. Parsons is now in London, and
he expects to visit Prance, Italy, Norwayand-Sweden, He is not going to
see what the allies are doing, but how
they are doing it, for he knows that
they get most of their nitrates by
using nests of by-product ovens, which
save thousands of tons of nitrates
otherwise wasted in making many milliontons of coke from soft coal.
The Germans, however, cut off from

foreign nitrates, have augmented their
supply by erecting a fixation plant
said tb turn out ammonia at the rate
of 140,000 tons a year.

It is generally supposed that Germany,before the war, obtained most
of the ammonia used for explosives
from Chile, and that nearly all the
nitrates which came as a by-product
from coal were used to make fertilizer.
Owing to the relatively small farming
area of that country, high cultivation
is necessary to make the ground yield
crops that will feed the population
while the blockade continues.
But all the nitrates had to be used to

manufacture cannon food, and there
was none left for the crops of 1915;
that is why they fell off. The fixation
plant filled the deficit; that is why the
crops of 1916 have been plentiful.
To obtain an accurate statement of

the nitrate situation recourse has been
had to one of the experts of the Departmentof Agriculture, I)r. J. W.
Turrentine, one of the national authoritieson the production of nitrates,
although he is more interested in seeinsrit UHf.d for airrif-unlture than for
war.
His training and his study of methods

and apparatus have made a chemical
engineer, rather than a laboratory
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to hear the disputed facts and pass
judgment on the law that was to govern.The commission was composed of
eight republicans and seven democrats,
and on each question that arose the
vote was cast on strictly party lines.
The labors of the commission ended

and the result announced on March 1,
1877, just three days before the new
President was to take the oath of office.The votes, as awarded by the
commission, stood 185 for Hayes and
184 for Tilden. Tilden thereupon requestedhis followers to accept the
decision of the commission with good
grace, though many continue to this
day to believe and to assert that he
was rightfully elected President.
So much for these disputes which are

of comparatively recent times. In the
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a nest of by-product coking ov
tup: coal may hp: com

chemist, out of him. He has studied
all known sources of nitrates, and has
told how to obtain from domestic
sources an ample supply for all purposes;namely, by the oxidation of
ammonia produced as a by-product in
the process of coking bituminous coal.
"If one starts a fire of soft coal in

an open Rrate," said he, "at first coloredRases are Riven out; the coal
turns a dull black and settles into a
mass. That mass is coke.soft coal
without the* gases and volatile matter.
"The gases, which here are the importantthing, contain ammonia, benzol,toluol, coal tar and other valuablethings, which may be recovered

as by-products from the coking process.
"Coking soft coal frees it from these

gases, gives it many of the desirable
qualities of anthracite and is a fire-requisitefor its use in the blast furnace
in the reduction of iron ore. The mistake
must not be made, however, of supposingthat coke is only valuable for
making iron arid steel, for as a matter
of fact the potential energy of soft coal
is increased by approximately 20 per
cent by utilizing the gas and the coke
separately.
"In this country during the past year

about 75.000,000 tons of soft coal were
converted into 55.000,000 tons of cok'e
at a loss of the greater part of the
difference between these quantities.
"One of the craziest processes of nationalwaste has been that of letting

the gases in coke-making 'go up in
smoke' from the old-fashioned beehive
oven: for thereby during the past
twenty years by-products of the value
of hundreds of millions of dollars have
been wasted.

*
* *

"The primitive method of making
coke was to dump into an oven, from
its shape called a 'beehive/ a charge of
three tons or so of coal and burn it
with restricted air until the gases were

driven out of the oven top and wholly
lost. The first step taken toward
economy was to conduct enough of this
escaping gas in the adjacent beehive
to warm up its charge of coal.
"Although fJermay, Kngland and

r rancc nave ucru ubiii^ iiiciii «i i«jii h

time, it was not until a few years ago
that American engineers introduced
here by-product ovens by which all the
gas given off in the coking operation
is conveyed to tanks or holders, such
as may be seen at any municipal gas
plants and thence utilized.
"The by-products from these gases

consist of coal tar, from which the
(iermans make the valuable aniline
dyes and which is largely used for
road building.
"From this gas American manufacturersalso get a supply of illuminatingand fuel gas sufficient to supply

large communities, and they are actuallydoing that very thing in several
parts of the country. They extract
benzol (56,000,000 gallons in 1916), a
substitute for gasoline, only more powerful.anu tuluol, which, in connection
with nitric acid, is used to form the
much-dreaded trinitrotoluol, the explosivecharge used in projectiles.
"But the by-product of the most Interestto us is ammonia, which when

i
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early period of the s,ovf-r"mfint. ho<---
ever, the country was confronted with
a contest that for a time threatened to
disrupt the Union.

*
* * 1

In the campaign of 1800 the candi-
dates for the office of President were

President John Adams and Thomas
Jefferson, the latter being the most
popular political leader of the day.
Associated with Adams was Charles C.
Pinckney of South Carolina, who was
named for the vice presidency. The
candidate for the minor post of the
republican or liberal party fas the followersof Jefferson were then called)
was Aaron Purr of New York.
The campaign developed into a most
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EXS. BY THEIR ISE THE GAS FROM
ERTED INTO NITRATES.

oxidized under the proper conditions
pives the indispensable nitric acid for
explosives, and, after treatment with
sulphuric acid, produces the sulphate

ammoniaof the fertilizer. Thus from
the coke oven we pet nitric acid and
benzol, the two essentials of the most
diabolical explosives known.
"While statistics are uninteresting,

they are the shortest way and, there- 4

fore, the best of tellinp some facts,
so I am usinp these flpures to shov/

thegrowth of the coking industry and
the relative growth of the by-product
recovery of ammonia: also the uses of
ammonia for commercial purposes.
"In 1900 the annual ammonia productionof the l'nited States hv the coking

process, expressed in tons of sulphate
of ammonia, was 13,800 tons (3.400
tons of nitrogen); in 1915 it was
230,000, and the estimates for 1910 and
1917, based upon by-product ovens
erected and ordered are, respectively,
234,000 and 376,000 tons. Hut this repre-
serits the ammonia product of less than
one-third of the soft coal coked annually
for the manufacture of iron. Apply-
ing this, as in an emergency, the governmentcould do, to all coal coked
would result in more than 1,000,000
tons a year.

*
* * ;

"The coal which is coked, however,
represents but a small portion of the
soft coal used annually; and if there
is such a demand for ammonia as to
create a market, "good business' will
insist upon the coking of as much of
this coal as may be required, for the
coke lias nearly all the fuel capacity
which the coal had and is freed from
the gas whiWi makes its use undesirablein many places an account of
dirt and smoke under combustion and
gases which make it unsuitable for
household and other uses.

"Jri war emergency the government
could take over this entire production;
it would prohibit the use of raw soft
coal, or take other measures to compel
the coking of all soft coal before final
consumption. In taking this course it
would be procuring quantities of benzol
and toluol. In so doing it would only
be enforcing a scheme for economv in
the use of the great but not inexhaustiblenatural product.coal.
"At ovfsent it takes about 100,000

tons of nitrogen, equivalent, to 400,oon
of ammonia sulphate, to supply the
fertilizer trade, about 40,000 tons of
which are derived from the coking of
coal, and the rest njn.ooO) from animal
tankages, bone carbonization and the
cottonseed meal industry.
"Practically all the nitrates used in

the United States in high explosives
for purpose of peace and for war are

imported from Chile; and until the
Price of domestic ammonia is reduced
by a more abundant supply their importationmay be expected. But in
event of war of such character that
Chilean shipments he stopped, there
are ample quantities of nitrogen availablefrom soft coal, lignites, and even
peat, to make all the explosives that
could possibly be needed. '

*
* *

"If there should not, particularly at
the outset, be enough nitrates for inu-

"i

I

HCm3OF THE JEFFERSON-BURR COXTEf

bitter one. Strange to say. as in the ]
present campaign, the paramount issue <
was Adams' foreign relation policy. He 1
was criticised in an endeavor to force 1
him to make war on France. It is i
stated that in Maryland the contest,
for electors became so bitter that the
followers of Adams, in a strong re- <
publican district, set fire to the woods
in order to keep the farmers from the
polls.
Finally, after a most exciting contest

for electors, running over a period of
several weeks, the vote stood a tie betweenJefferson and Burr, each receiving7:t votes, while Adams had Go
and Pinckney G4 votes. The tie betweenJefferson and Burr caused the
election to be thrown into the House
of .Representatives, where the folI

an Enem;
nitions and for fertilizer too. it must
be borne in mind that little fertilizer is
used by the American farmer in raising
the staple articles.wheat, corn, rye,
oats, hay and cotton.
"The gas that may be made from

coking coal in the by-product oven is
a large and cheap source of power
when used with gas engines. It can be
generated wherever wanted and appliedto industrial'use. In emergency
this power can be converted into electricalpower for the fixation of nitrogenfrom th^ atmosphere, as the Germans,in their peculiar situation, have
found necessary, or for running munitionfactories.
"I have not attempted in this informaltalk to detail the various processes
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DISCUSSION" of the English channel
tunnel has been revived and the

prospects are that the great internationalsubmarine tube may be
Pored. It is a century-old project. In
1809 a French "mining engineer named
Vlathieu won the favor of Bonaparte
ivith his scheme for tunneling the
channel. It was in 1865 that a systenaticinvestigation was begun to determinewhether natural conditions
ivere su^h as to justify the beginning
)f work. Then the late Sir John Hawk-hawemployed Hartsinck Day. a noted
<eologist and surveyor, to make borngsand take soundings. It was found
hat in the narrowest part of the channelthere was chalk of desirable qualityall the way. That survey extended
from Foreland, near Dover, to Sangatte,near Calais, where the width is
20.6 miles.
These investigations led to the formationof a channel tunnel company,

generally called the "Day Tunnel Com- (
party," of which the late L#ord Richard
Jrosvenor was chairman. Two years
later a tunnel was projected from St.
Margarets bay, four miles east of
Dover, to Ferme Mouron, two and one-
half miles west of Calais, and after
protracted correspondence between the
British and French governments the
English Channel Tunnel Company was

! n 1 M7' ynnn a ftor thiu u

French company was organized, and
there were more borings and soundings.The prospect languished because
opposition to it by English military of-
livers on military grounds adversely in-
fluenced the British government. Ac-
cording to one of the historians of this :
project. "The Chemin de Fer du Xord,
running from I'aris to Calais, and the
Southeastern railway, running from
I »over to London, favored the route, ;
and the project was approved at first
t»y both governments, but the late Lord
Wolsely and many British authorities i

opposed the tunnel on strategic
grounds, and a few years later the
British government ordered all prelimi-
nary work stopped."
Before the order for the cessation

of all the tunnel operations a short
section of tunnel was built on the Englishside and somewhat extensive
works put under way on the French
side. For a long time in the seventies
and early eighties the French company
was very active. It spent $100,000 in
preliminary work. Soundings to ascertainthe nature of the bottom were
made with great thoroughness across
the Straits of Dover, pits and wells
were sunk on the French side to make
sure of the geological formation, m

experimental boring extending 5,000
feet under water was made at Sangatte,near Calais, and much money
was expended in other scientife researchand in machinery. A bed of
chalk. 200 feet wide, extending without.

break across the strait, was found
covered' with a certain amount of clay,
which, it was estimated, shou'd minimizethe engineering difficulties. M.
Sartiaux's plan was to excavate separatetunnels for each track. The estimatesthat were prepared figured on
About five years for digging the tunnel
Find about $1,400,000 for the cost per
mile.
Engineers In the light of modern ex-

perience say that technically the cr.an-
nel tunnel undertaking would not pre- *

sent great difficulties. A few days ago
it was noted in the news that: "A carefulreconsideration of the question of
the advisability of constructing a tun- <

nel under the English channel to con-
nect England and France was promisedby Premier Asquith in receiving a

deputation in favor of the project, and
he said that the matter would be |
taken up either by the war committee *

or the committee on imperial defense."
The channel tunnel would eclipse all

existing tunnels in length. The Severn *

tunnel (4 1-3 miles)* which brings Cardiffand South Wales into close communicationwith Bristol and the south c
of England, is the longest tunnel in
Ureat Britain. It was under construe- i

l

*T.

lowers of Adams, known as the federalists,were still strong, and who, in
their dislike for Jefferson, determined
to throw their support to Burr. These
men, who had for eight years been accusingthe republicans of seeking to
introduce the revolutionary principles
jf France, were now set upon a scheme,
born of political malice, to involve the
country in civil war. Their first plan
was to hinder any election and leave to
the Senate the duty of electing the
Chief Justice or some senator as
President until a new election could be
held. Their second plan was to elect
Burr.
There was not the slightest doubt

but what the votes cast for Burr were
for the vice presidency, and the people
became rightfully enraged at the ily's

Mercy
or to discuss elaborately the costs and
quantities of coal, coke, ammonium,
steel, rate of ammunition consumption,
or the many other items which are involvedin supplying the country with
nitrates in times of peace and of war.
"But I have studied the subject sufficientlyto satisfy myself, and I believeI have given facts enough to

show that the coal-coking by-products
oven will produce all the nitrates
which may be needed in time of peace
for agricultural purposes, and that if
war should befall and foreign supplies
become available, they could be made
in such emergency to increase their
output amply to supply munition factoriesto any desired extent, even
through a war protracted many years."

EL TUNNEL
REVIVED AGAIN
ion from 1S73 to 1S86. The Mersey
tunnel, between Liverpool and Birkenhead,opened the same year, was in
course of construction for six years,
rhe longest tunnel in the world is the
Simplon (12^4 miles) through the Alps,
>pened in 1906. It cost about £4,0uo.D00.Other tunnels of note are the St.
riothard (9L» miles), opened in 1881;
Mont Penis (8 miles), the first to pierce
the Alps; Arlberg (6b. miles), opened
in 18 8 4. which connects the Austrian
nd Swiss railway systems, and the

Floosac (4 % miles), in the United
States.
As to engineering difficulties, the engineerin charge of the New York subwayconstruction has said tfyat he believesthe building of the channel

tunnel would be an easier task than
the building of the East river tunnel.
"Of course," he is reported to have
said, "it would be immeasurably more

spectacular. The Panama canal is a
far more impressive work than the
Kast river tunnel, but its construction
was almost child's play by comparison."

The Average.
HE egg trust, according to the

" Department of Agriculture's latestreports, is holding fi.ooO.OOO cases of
eggs. 143,000.000 dozen or, in other
words, 1,716.000,000 single eggs, in cold
storage for the autumn and winter
rise."
Thfi siipskpr wn«j Samuol Trvin. the

Denver sociologist. He resumed:
"It is corruption, political corruption,

which allows the egg trust and other
food trusts to boost up the prices of
the people's food in this manner. Hut
for corruption, there would be laws
Against such doings.
"When I think f the average politicianin this regard I am reminded <>f

Lhe senator who came home one night
And said:
" 'The lobbyist for the adulterated

groceries combine approached me this
Afternoon with an insulting proposition.'
"The senator's young wife clapped

tier hands for joy.
"'Ah, good! Then I can order that

new lblT model ninety-horsepower
limousine, can't I, darling?' she cried."

Her Birthday.
SETH LOW, who died last month at

Broad Brook Farm, his Mount Kis20estate, had devoted all his later energiesto bringing back harmony betweenthe railways and Hie railway
workers.
Mr. Low, discussing one day at a

luncheon a terrible discord in this harmonyhe was working 011, said, with a

melancholy smile:
"The thing was Eve's fault. Exe

treated the other side as the husband
in the story treated his wife's birth-
jay.
"The evening of her birthday this

husband brought home an interesting:
ittle parcel, carefully wrapped in white
paper and gilt string:, which he hand.d
to his wife with a gallant smile.
" 'Oh, you darling!' said she. 'Then

i-ou didn't forget my birthday, after
ill. did you?'
"She opened the little parcel with delightedinterest, then she gave a kind

>f groan.
" 'Pipe-cleaners!' she said.
" 'Yes, love,' said the husband. '1
knew they'd please you. You never
lid like ine to use your hairpins, did
> ou?' "

The Anti Scored.
[C* N^ROUTE to Florida one winter, a

young suffragette seated herself
In the observation car between two
iged "antis," saying as she did so:
"A rose between two thorns."
But one of the antis. a crusty old

lodger* with gray whiskers, retorted:
"No. no, young lady.you mean a

Longue sandwich."

legal preparations that were being
made to overthrow their will. They
told the federalists that if Burr was
made President in this manner they
would arm. march to Washington, deposethe usurper and put Jefferson in
his place.
To the charge that the federalists

were seeking to hinder an election and
destroy the republic, the republicans
added another, that of burning public
property and records. The charge was
founded on the following circumstances:When it became evident that
a new administration was coming into
power every book and paper in the officeof the Secretary of War was burned.Shortly after the fire the Secretaryof War was made Secretary of the
Treasury, and he had scarcely began
his new duties before the Treasury
Department, with its vouchers and records.was also burned, this fire being
called, at the time. "Bonfire No. U."
The motive that was sought to be

drawn from the burning of these departmentalbuildings was that the Secretaryof War had misappropriated the
money, amounting to a half million dollars,that had been intrusted to him
for the payment of the army, and
that he had first destroyed the War
Department records and then those of
the Treasury Department, thereby furnishingan explanation for the absence
of the vouchers and receipts that were

necessary to balance his accounts.
From the above one can easily imagine
V.A1I- Hitter (ho foMinnc r», w t V,,,,...

been toward each other, and how' the
passions of the people could easily
have been fanned into a flame 'that
would have enveloped the country in a
civil war, which would have completelydestroyed forever the government
that we now enjoy.

*
* *

Tedious and costly as a journal to

Washington then was, the people came

by the hundreds. Hotels and lodging
houses were crowded. In one house, it
is stated, fifty men slept upon the floors
with no covering save their overcoats.
The time for the counting of the vote

was Wednesday, February 11. The
members of the House proceeded to the
Senate chamber, and witnessed the
opening and counting of the ballots,
the House wing of the Capitol not havingbeen begun at that time. Jefferson,occupying the chair of the Vice
President, announced that no election
had taken place and that it now remainedfor the House of Representativesto decide whether the next Presidentshould be Thomas Jefferson or
Aaron Burr. The two houses then separated,and the representatives, followingthe Speaker, went back to the committeeroom of the Senate, which was
used as their chamber. A call by states
showed that all the members except
two were in their places. Jones of
Georgia was dead, while Nicholson of
Maryland was ill, having been brought
to the Capftol from his home,, a distanceof over a mile, through a snowstormand placed upon a bed in a committeeroom, where his faithful and
loving wife later guided his pen as he
recorded his vote for Jefferson, the people'sfriend.
On the' first ballot eight states supportedJefferson and six were for Burr,

but the tie still remained even after
the entire day had been spent in balloting.Toward evening the House
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passed a resolution "which ordered that
no other business be considered and
that no adjournment was to be had un«
til an election was made. The membersthereupon sent home for nightcaps
and pillows, and. wrapped in shawls
and overcoats, lay about the floor of
the committee rooms or sat sleeping in
their chairs. For live days and nights
the balloting thus continued, when, on
the thirty-sixth ballot, the Speaker
arose and announced that Jefferson was
elected.
Alexander Hamilton. Jefferson's politicalrival, believing Burr unsuited for

the presidency, exerted his personal
and political influence and succeeded
in getting Maryland, Delaware and
Vermont, which had formerly voted
for Burr, to cast blank ballots and
thereby gave Jefferson the needed majorityof the states. Thus ended the
greatest political contest that the
United States has ever known, which
for a time threatened civil war.

*
* *

In 1825 it became necessary for the secondtime for the House of Representativesto elect the President, as the electionof faUn.l of

the four candidates a majority* of the
electoral votes. Monroe was retiring
as President, and according to the then
prevailing custom John Quincy
Adams, as Secretary of State, was

looked upon as the "heir apparent to
the presidency." His rivals for the
office were Andrew Jackson of Tennessee,William H. Crawford of Georgiaand Henry Clay of Kentucky. Jacksonreceived 99 votes, Adams S4, Crawford41 an»l Clay 37.
As none had a majority, the election

under the Constitution was thrown
into the House of Representatives.
Clay, who was Speaker of the House,
threw his influence to Adams, thereby
defeating Jackson, the candidate of
the people's choice. 1'pon his accession.Adams appointed ciav Secretady
of State, thereby bringing upon himself
and Clay the charge of bargain and
corruption.
As a result of Senator John Randolph'sbitter attack on the President

and his Secretary of State for the socalled"deal," Clay challenged Randolph
to meet him on the field of honor.
The challenge was accepted, and the

meeting took place just above Chain
bridge, on the Virginia hank of the
Potomac river. When Randolph's pistol
was accidentally discharged Gen. Jessup,
acting for Mr. Ciay, protested and
threatened to lead his principal from
the field. Clay, however, stopped the
controversy with the generous remark
that the discharge of the pistol was

plainly an accident. When Clay's bulletpierced his opponent's coat, Randolphdeliberately fired into the air,
and stepping forward with outstretched
hand, remarked: "Mr. Clay, you owe

me another coat."
"I am glad the debt is not greater,"

replied Mr. Clay, grasping the outstretchedhand.
It might be interesting to know that

from that day forward these erstwhile
enemies became strong and true friends,
and years later, when Randolph was on
what proved to he his dying bed, he
begged that he he carried to the Capitoland placed where he could hear the
magnetic voice of Clay as he spoke in
the halls of Congress.
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